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LEAD TESTING — ESPERANCE 
Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale — Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [1.32 pm]: Mr Acting 
Speaker, I am able to release the latest results of the lead testing conducted in Esperance. These results show a 
continued improvement in blood lead levels, although we acknowledge that further work is to be done. Thirty-
four children whose initial blood lead levels were five micrograms or above due to contamination by lead from 
the port were retested in February and all were found to have blood lead levels below five micrograms, except 
for two children who had a blood lead level of five micrograms. The Department of Health is case-managing 
another two children with elevated blood levels; however, the majority of their blood lead content is from a 
source other than the Magellan Metals mine.  

Later today I will table a University of Western Australia review on the testing of rainwater tanks that shows an 
88 per cent drop in water tank nickel readings and a 60 per cent decrease in lead readings. There are a number of 
possible explanations for the recontamination of rainwater tanks, including the possibility of remobilisation of 
lead dust residues and the inadequate cleaning of tanks or roofs. The state government will continue to offer 
rainwater tank testing to residents in areas most affected by lead contamination. Householders with water tanks 
showing Magellan lead levels above drinking water guidelines can ask for their tanks and their roofs to be 
cleaned or for reverse osmosis devices to be provided. 

During December 2007, dust monitoring by nine gauges covering Esperance township and the port returned the 
lowest levels for lead and nickel. The lead reading levels were significantly lower than those recorded in October 
and November 2007, suggesting that the latest port clean-up has been effective. Further action to be undertaken 
by the government will include the appropriate cleaning of playground equipment in the most affected areas to 
ensure children are not put at risk; a Department of Environment and Conservation monitoring program to 
measure dust levels in the town during the next 12 months; and testing trees and other vegetation around the 
town. The Department of Environment and Conservation has also engaged consultants to carry out an 
assessment of all ongoing health and ecological risks. There will be continued cleaning and decontamination of 
the port. I undertake to provide a further report in the next three months on the blood results, air monitoring and 
further rainwater tests. 

[See paper 3645.] 
 


